From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: Duncan Cadd <dcadd@luc.ac.be>
Subject: "CORKEY" tubeless keyer
Message-ID: <9508160935.AA13032@alpha.luc.ac.be>

Greetings, Anchorites, from an overcast but pleasant Diepenbeek in N.E. Belgium!



I found the details of the "CORKEY" (Condenser-Operated Relay KEYer) in Volume
5 of the ARRL's "Hints and Kinks" of 1954, pp. 67-69, by G. Franklin Montgomery
W3FQB.  It uses diodes made by prying apart a selenium rectifier stack (!) and
two sensitive relays, 5000-ohm coil, by Struthers-Dunn, with adjustable spring
tension and armature travel.  The battery is a Burgess XX15E miniature 22.5V
type.


                                               22.5 V
                                ______________ +   - ____________
                                |         |                      |
                                |       earthed                  |
                                || key                           |
                                ||                               |
                       dash |> <||> <| dot                       |
                            |        |                           |
            _______         |        |                           |
            |     |         |        |                           |
            |     V         |        |                           |
            |/\/\/\/\/\_____)________|                           |
            |  VR4          )        |                           |
            |     VR5       |        |           R3              |
            |/\/\/\/\/\_|<__|___>|___|_________/\/\/\/\______    V N/C contact
            |     ^     CR2 |  CR1   |     |             |  |    ^----|
N/O contact |_____|         |        |     Z             |  |____O    |
   _____    |               |        |     Z  R2         |       O    |
   |   V    |              _|_      _|_    |            _|_      O    |
   | ___    |          C2  ___  C1  ___    Z        C3  ___      O    |
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   | | O____________________|________|_____|_|___________|__|_________| 
   | |
   | |
to keyed circuit



PPPPPPPPHHHHHHHHHHEEEEEEEEEEEEEWWWWWWWW !!!!!


NOTES:


Beware the brackets ) in the vertical lead down from the DASH contact - there is
NO electrical connection to the horizontal lead from VR4.

C1 - 20uF elco
C2 - 25uF elco
C3 - 2uF paper
VR1 - 10,000 ohm pot (Clarostat AM-30-V) - fast taper at zero end (think he
                                                                   means 'log')
R2 - 2k ohm, 0.5W
R3 - 10,000 ohm, 0.5W
VR4 - 25,000 ohm pot
VR5 - 75,000 ohm pot
K1, K2 sensitive relay, 5000 ohm coil
CR1, CR2 selenium rectifier


CR1+2 were made by splitting a 75mA selenium stack, two plates for CR1 and four
for CR2 !

The adjustment of relay spring tension and contact space affect the setting up
of pots R4 and R5 which serve to adjust dot and dash length respectively.

The most difficult part is selecting C1 and C2, W3FQB chose his values for a
dash twice as long as a dot.  Elcos can change their capacitance if they have
not been used for some time, and W3FQB recommended forming them by charging
across a 25V supply for half an hour.


W3FQB cited the following references:

Harry Beecher "Electronic keying"  QST  April 1940
F.A. Bartlett "Further advances in electronic-keyer design"  QST  October 1948
Richard H. Turrin "Debugging the electronic bug"  QST  January 1950

These contain the development of tube keyers and represented the state-of-the-
art when W3FQB wrote his article.

There.  So now those who want a tubeless keyer WITHOUT the silicon chips can
have one!  There might be a problem finding the selenium rectifiers and maybe
it would be criminal to pull one apart these days, aside from the toxicity of
the stuff . . .


Hope this helps,
73,


Duncan   ON9CHU  /  G0UTY   G-QRP 8117



From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: WaltN@aol.com
Subject: Re: Antenna Multicouplers
Message-ID: <950816102710_76052193@aol.com>

>>   Do the hybrid transformers really do any good?  Doesn't the receiver
>>   input impedance wander all over the lot over the frequency range
>>   involved?

>That's the point of using the hydrid divider. It isolates the ports, so
>impedance variations on one port do not affect the other ports of >the
divider. 

Also, it keeps the LO from one receiver from feeding back into the front-ends
of the other receivers. That's the major reason a simple splitter or, worse
yet, a tee, won't work very well.

BTW, I have two of the 1688's and would also like to find a manual. I
replaced all of the C connectors on mine with simple SO-239s (the ones that
mount in a single hole). I used a 1/2" chassis punch to enlarge the holes and
it worked just fine. Anyone need about 20 like-new C connectors??

Walt


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@bga.com>
Subject: Arggh---sick filter caps by the numbers
Message-ID: <199508160559.AAA12464@zoom.bga.com>

Well, I finally got the voltage on the B+ line up somewhere near
tolerable on that Audio Chanalyst.  Plugged in some toobs to load the
line down, and turned it on.  The speaker (field coil type) is loaded
with vitamin H (hum).  A little checking with the scope and some new
axial lead caps and its pretty clear: four out of four barrels don't
have anything like the capacitance they ought to.

This box has four 1-3/8 barrels held in by clamps.  Each is 20-20/450
volts, 20/25 volts.  What's the best deal for handling these.  I think
the guy in Lehr ND wants $15 each to rebuild.  Anybody know where I can
find some new-in-the-box?  

I also need to find some 1" FP's for my Signal Shifter---15 mfd/500 V,
and 15/500, 10/450.  The Lehr rebuilder's ads say 450 volts max.  
-- 
***********************************************************
Hank van Cleef  vancleef@bga.com  vancleef@tmn.com
***********************************************************



From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: Grant Youngman <gyoungma@gtetel.com>
Subject: RE: Arggh---sick filter caps by the numbers 
Message-ID: <Chameleon.950816065037.grant@nq5t.gtetel.com>

snip..snip
>
>I also need to find some 1" FP's for my Signal Shifter---15 mfd/500 V,
>and 15/500, 10/450.  The Lehr rebuilder's ads say 450 volts max.  
>-- 
>***********************************************************
>Hank van Cleef  vancleef@bga.com  vancleef@tmn.com
>***********************************************************
>

Last time I had some caps redone there, he was able to do 500V versions at a 
slightly higher charge -- couple of $$ per section or something along that 
line.  You might want to give him a call.  

On a slightly different note, I had asked him why he stopped advertising in 
ER -- response was that there wasn't enough business from the hams because 
they were too cheap(!).  Our reputation, deserved or not, preceeds us .....
%-}


Grant/NQ5T

-------------------------------------
Name: Grant Youngman
E-mail Primary:   gyoungma@gtetel.com
E-mail Secondary: us007699@interramp.com 
-------------------------------------




From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu>
Subject: boatanchors in movies
Message-ID: <199508161549.LAA09997@altair.cs.unc.edu>


clicked past some stupid movie on the tube last night 
(called "O.Z. and Stiggs" or some such) 
just as the camera panned past a Heath Apache in the background. My
trained eyeballs immediately locked on to the chrome knobs and green
cabinet.

Watched for a bit for more glimpses and got lucky - one set of idiots were
using an Apache, Mohawk, SB-10 and even the correct Heath mike to talk to
another set of idiots who were using what appeared to be a Swan xcvr
with D-104 along with an HQ-170 or 180 in the background. 

The gleaming green Heathkits were definitely the best thing in this flick.

Nick KD4CPL
(did I mention this seemed like a stupid movie?)


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: Bill Strangfeld <bstrang@iac.net>
Subject: Re: boatanchors in movies
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950816131952.20964A-100000@wabash.iac.net>


> clicked past some stupid movie on the tube last night 
> (called "O.Z. and Stiggs" or some such) 
> just as the camera panned past a Heath Apache in the background. My
> trained eyeballs immediately locked on to the chrome knobs and green
> cabinet.

And then there was the AR-88 in the mad scientist's lab in the Beatles 
movie, Help, that they ran on public TV here last week.



From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: ac082@freenet.carleton.ca (Charles Hunter)
Subject: Boatanchors Want/for sale list
Message-ID: <199508160444.AAA09818@freenet3.carleton.ca>

Well Andrew - this is a nice piece of work! I pulled this list yesterday and
found it full of information even for those who don't want to buy or sell
anything right away.

After I look around locally, I'll have some items for you.

In the meantime...Congratulations Andrew! and thanks for your effort.

73's 
Charlie


--
               ac082@freenet.carleton.ca (Charles Hunter)


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: Michael Crestohl <mc@shore.net>
Subject: CHARLOTTE VT HAMFEST REPORT
Message-ID: <199508161239.AA12709@northshore.ecosoft.com>

Hello Again One and All:

We attended the Charlotte VT hamfest last weekend.  It was nice to see all
the old buzzards again.  I remember many of those fellows from the first
year I was licensed.  In Canada we were not allowed to try for the Advanced
examination that authorized A3 emission on the HF bands for a year after
getting the basic certificate.  I'd listen to these wonderful old geezers
on the Green Mountain Net on 75 - mostly AM.  This was during the "slop
bucket wars" of the mid sixties, and these guys were not going to quack,
no way.

Well, now almost 30 years later many of them are SK or retired to Florida.
The only time they even think about coming back to VT is in the summer.
The Charlotte VT Hamfest has been going for more years than I can remember
(it used to be called the International Hamfest or Field Day) when I first
became an attendee.  There used to be a lot of Canadian hams, mostly VE2s
(I used to be one of them!) and the highlight of the fest was the Can-Am
tug-of-war and following that, the famous Charlotte "Beer Keg" tapping
ceremony.  It was held at the Old Lantern camp grounds about 15 miles 
south of Burlington.

Several years ago the BARC Hamfest moved to the Champlain Valley Fair
Grounds in Essex.  It became a poor shadow of Charlotte!  Even I missed a
few years - it was that bad.  Then about four years ago the hamfest returned
to the Old Lantern and was a one day event.  I missed the first one but
was there the last three years and I'm happy to report that it appears to
be coming back to acceptable levels.  Unfortunately there's not enough
Canadians for the Can-Am tug of war (currency exchange is outta sight!)
and there's some law that has made the Beer Keg Tapping Ceremony forever
a memory.  Its also billed as a three day hamfest!  

My wife Cynthia and I left Boston at noon on Friday headed to VT.  After the
obligatory stop at the L.L.Bean Factory Outlet (official clothier to Cynthia)
in Concord we proceeded north on I-89.  As we approached Burlington the
sky literally opened and Niagara Falls spewed forth.  It was so intense
we had to pull over and wait it out.  Oh well, so much for hitting the flea
market this afternoon.

We stayed with Mitch WB2JSJ and his wife Ronni KA1NRR in Essex and at the
crack of dawn we were off to the fest.  Just as we arrived the campground
it started to rain again and I thought, here we go again!  Can't have a
hamfests without a little water, eh?  I arranged for a table inside and
we started carrying in the stuff we were hoping to sell or swap.

The rain did stop finally, the flea market slowly came to life, trunks
opened and goodies came forth.  It was pretty frantic for a while, but I
was able to pick up a few interesting items at reasonable if not bargain
prices.  Some of the haul include:

 - Two E.F. Johnson transmitters (VIKING I with VFO and VIKING RANGER) both
   9 on a scale of 10 cosmetically.

 - Not really a boatanchor, but definitely an interesting radio - Drake UV-3
   with all three modules for 144, 220 and 440 MHz FM, with Drake encoder mic.

 - two matched sets of RCA 6146Bs new in the boxes

 - Johnson Low-Pass filter and RF power attenuator (uses a 60W light bulb)!

 - nice BUD tunable Low-Pass filter

 - a neat Navy 30 Watt dummy load/wattmeter

 - an old Vibroplex bug that belonged to N1FS (SK) who used it a LOT!

 - a Hy-Gain tape doublet portable antenna

and a few other goodies.......

We sold a fair amount of stuff inside and it pretty well matched the amount I
spent outside, so it was a great day for getting more stuff.

The Charlotte Hamfest is definity out in the boonies and if you want to attend
you gotta travel.  

See ya all later!

73,

Michael Crestohl, KH6KD/W1
mc@shore.net

PS: Anyone got an extra VIKING RANGER manual - original preferred - for sale
or swap?


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov (Roy Morgan)
Subject: Re: Cleaner Bake Off
Message-ID: <9508151555.AA00955@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov>

>|On Mon, 14 Aug 1995 15:21:51 -0500 (CDT)  Al Klase wrote:
>|>	I'd like to cast my vote for GOJO (waterless handcleaner).  The 
>
>The GoJo I'm familiar with (normally in an orange container) contains
>pumice - that seems awfully abrasive, a problem? Or am I thinking of the
>wrong thing?

Yup, the WRONG thing.  

Look for the small tubes (yellow) at the checkout counter of your auto parts
store.  They are a bit shorter and fatter than a family-size tooth paste
tube, and have a peg-board hole in the flat end for hanging up.

I have not seen Lemon GoJo in larger containers.


-- Roy --
Roy Morgan / Tech A-266 / NIST / Gaithersburg  MD 20899
(National Institute of Standards and Technology,  formerly NBS)
301-975-3254 Fax: 301-948-6213 Internet: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov
---



From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: wier@bobcat.etsu.edu (Bob Wier)
Subject: Re: Cleaner Bake Off
Message-ID: <199508160545.AA18291@ns-1.csn.net>

|>The GoJo I'm familiar with (normally in an orange container) contains
|>pumice - that seems awfully abrasive, a problem? Or am I thinking of the
|>wrong thing?
|
|Yup, the WRONG thing.  
|
|Look for the small tubes (yellow) at the checkout counter of your auto parts
|store.  They are a bit shorter and fatter than a family-size tooth paste
|tube, and have a peg-board hole in the flat end for hanging up.
|
|I have not seen Lemon GoJo in larger containers.
|

Aha - I HAVE seen the yellow tube - it JUST came into the stores here
(western Colorado chain called City Market). Tried to buy a tube, but 
they didn't have it in the computer yet (boy, I hate that - I can't see
why it's so difficult to verify that the @(*&!(^!*! price is known before you
put it on the shelves!).

The Orange GOJO I've seen is in the automotive section at Wal-Mart.

THANKS!



     ===== Round Up the Usual Disclaimers! ======
  Bob Wier, keeper of the Photo-3D, Icom radio (WB5KXH),
  Overland Trails, and Motorola HC11 mailing lists
         wier@bobcat.etsu.edu

   currently in Ouray, Co at 8,000 ft. elevation
       (this is a *high level* system :-)




From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: Mikhael Brown <mikhael@hpcmmp13.sj.hp.com>
Subject: Cleaning Challenge
Message-ID: <199508161429.AA032543351@hpcmmp13.sj.hp.com>

Hello everyone,

   I need some help.  I just recently received a near mint condition
 HT-37.  I was packed very well with the spray in foam type packing
 material.  Just one problem.  Some of the foam got sprayed on part
 of the front panel and cabinet.  A section on the lower right side,
 a triangular area about 3 inches on a side looks like it has frost
 on it.  Now it is summer here in San Jose, Ca and has been very hot
 lately and the frost really looks out of place.
    What can I use to remove it, with out removing the paint on the
 front panel.  HELP!!!
 
 Mike   
 
    N6WIG
    
mikhael@hpcmmp13.sj.hp.com



From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: Steve Ellington <n4lq@iglou.com>
Subject: Re: Cleaning Challenge
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950816112121.13850A-100000@iglou.iglou.com>

On Wed, 16 Aug 1995, Mikhael Brown wrote:

> Hello everyone,
> 
>    I need some help.  I just recently received a near mint condition
>  HT-37.  I was packed very well with the spray in foam type packing
>  material.  Just one problem.  Some of the foam got sprayed on part
>  of the front panel and cabinet.  A section on the lower right side,
>  a triangular area about 3 inches on a side looks like it has frost
>  on it.  Now it is summer here in San Jose, Ca and has been very hot
>  lately and the frost really looks out of place.
>     What can I use to remove it, with out removing the paint on the
>  front panel.  HELP!!!
>  

You might try some Goof Off on a small spot. It disolves glue etc.


>  Mike   
>  
>     N6WIG
>     
> mikhael@hpcmmp13.sj.hp.com
> 
> 

  Steve 
n4lq@iglou.com     
            
            




From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: jml@spider.lloyd.com (Jim Lockwood)
Subject: Re: Cleaning Challenge
Message-ID: <m0sim9L-001OVrC@spider.lloyd.com>

>  A section on the lower right side,
> a triangular area about 3 inches on a side looks like it has frost
> on it.  Now it is summer here in San Jose, Ca and has been very hot
> lately and the frost really looks out of place.

This may sound off the wall, but I think this is how I would approach the
problem:

I think I would use my thumbs to gently rub the foam and push it away from
the paint.   I'd probably want to remove the front panel first so I could
get a better grip on it, BTW.

You obviously don't want to remove any of the front panel paint.   So how
does my suggestion help?  Paint, like most adhesive subtances has tremendous
strength in shear, but little in tension.   By rubbing in a direction
parallel to the painted surface, you are setting up shear forces only and
letting the paint have the best possible chance of keeping its adhesion
intact.  Also, your skin isn't particularly abrasive and isn't likely to
damage the finish.

After you have gotten as much of the foam removed as you can with this
method, I'd be tempted to try something like Windex on a soft cloth to
soften and remove any residual foam.   The HT-37 finish doesn't react to
Windex (at least the finish on my HT-37s didn't), so this should be a benign
step at worst, and probably even useful.

Good luck, and do post to the group your results.


Jim - km6nk
  



From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: W3BJZ@aol.com
Subject: Clearning Boatanchors
Message-ID: <950815163450_55189229@aol.com>

I have been reading with interest the mail on cleaning boatanchors using
household cleaners.  Remember most cleaning solutions may use ammonia
although an excellent cleaning chemical may be harmful to paints, decals,
etc.  I use ammonia from the bottle to spray my Collins sets when they are
extremely dirty especially nicotined; however, be especially careful with
this straight out of the bottle as it is highly toxic expecially when
breathed.  Use in a well ventilated area.  Bottom line: is as some gentleman
pointed out that you should read the label and test before using.

My preference is ordinary liquid detergent that you wife uses to wash dishes.
 A little ammonia added may help to remove grime etc.  Wash in plain water
rather quickly after cleaning.

Dave, W3BJZ, publisher of the monthly Collins Journal


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: djw@unlinfo.unl.edu (Daniel Wright)
Subject: Re: Dow cleaner 
Message-ID: <9508151723.AA01225@unlinfo2.unl.edu>


Bobbi sez:

>   I had good results cleaning up an HW-16/HG-10 that I sold awhile back
                                                  ^^^^ ^ ^^^^ 
>with dilute ammonia.  It's good stuff, generally, though it's best to 
>check first--it will eat up some kinds of silkscreening.
>
>   73,
>   --Bobbi

What?? You mean you clean your rigs up before you sell 'em??

BRAVO!!!! Bobbi!   (;->

73 de Dan -- WA0JRD ..



From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: Jim Durham <durham@w2xo.pgh.pa.us>
Subject: Re: Dow cleaner 
Message-ID: <Pine.BSF.3.91.950815172121.1944B-100000@w2xo.pgh.pa.us>


I have hesitated to post this because it could be a little hazardous.
ONLY DO THIS OUTSIDE!

I work at a large TV station. We have terrible air handling. Stuff gets
incredibly dirty and some of it is very delicate (small bearings, lots
of rotating parts), etc.

I have two spray bottles (reusable pumper style), one filled with 409,
one filled with isopropyl alcohol.

I hose down everything with the 409 until it just runs with goo dripping
off the gear. Then I thoroughly spray it down with the isopropyl.

I'M NOT SURE WHAT A LOT OF EXPOSURE TO ISOPROPYL FUMES WOULD DO TO YOUR
BRAIN CELLS...SO BE CAREFUL.

The idea is that the 409 removes most of the surface goo. The isopropyl.
a fairly mild solvent, both washes off the 409 (it can leave an ugly and
possibly conductive residue [ I don't know what the conductivity of the
409 is when dried] ), and it also washes some of the gunk out of the
bearings and generally helps get read of greasy residue.

Now, the alcohol is readily dried off with application of a small 4 inch
muffin fan rigged up with a clip to blow across the gear at various angles.
A clip light also helps by raising the temperature.

I've never had any problems with damage to electronics from this. I use
it on $50,000 VCRs, so I'm pretty happy with the method. The gear comes
out looking like new.

Sometimes for very heavy layers of gunk, a paintbrush helps during the 409
stage, used to brush the gunk around and loosen it up a little.

Also, like a mentioned in another post, a little AmourAll fixes up any
plastic parts that lose their shine.
PLEASE WATCH THE ALCOHOL FUMES!

-73
Jim Durham, W2XO

           







From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: jschwart@ix.netcom.com (John Schwartzberg)
Subject: Re: Dow cleaner 
Message-ID: <199508161301.GAA11089@ix6.ix.netcom.com>

Some snipped...

>
>I have two spray bottles (reusable pumper style), one filled with 409,
>one filled with isopropyl alcohol.

Ethanol or methanol (ethyl alcohol or methyl alcohol) might be a step better
in that the amount of water in those alcohols is much less than isopropyl
alcohol.  Ethanol or methanol will absorb all but small trace amounts of
water, and will not leave a watery residue on the surface.  Best to blow off
the surfaces with shop air, nitrogen, or a hair dryer/heat gun.

John
N0GII



From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: rblank@legend.txdirect.net (Richard A. Blank)
Subject: Re: Dow cleaner 
Message-ID: <9508161457.AB07090@legend>

*****stuff deleted
>I have two spray bottles (reusable pumper style), one filled with 409,
>one filled with isopropyl alcohol.
>
>I hose down everything with the 409 until it just runs with goo dripping
>off the gear. Then I thoroughly spray it down with the isopropyl.
>

I also am a big fan of isopropyl alcohol, I buy pints of 99% at one of
the local big drug store chains, Drug Emporium, and they usually cost 
less than $1.25...much less expensive than the spray cleaners that
I get at my local electronics parts distributor...and I use this to clean 
chassis with instead of the TF stuff....if I need a slighty better degreasing
action, I'll add a LITTLE windex....I also use little "acid" brushes
to gently scrub the chassis with as I am cleaning them...I just let 
the alcohol dry naturally, the 99% stuff has a lot less water in it 
than the normal 70% "rubbing" alcohol.

*******stuff deleted


>Also, like a mentioned in another post, a little AmourAll fixes up any
>plastic parts that lose their shine.
>PLEASE WATCH THE ALCOHOL FUMES!
>
>-73
>Jim Durham, W2XO
>
>           
>
Be careful with the alcohol, it can attack some materials but I have
had very good luck with it.  In these days of EPA regulations and the
reduction in availabilty (especiall in light of the prices charged!)
of TF type solvents (I do have a tax number and a permit to buy and
use the chlorinated flourocarbons) I feel that the 99% isopropanol is a good
value...other alcohols are stronger, i.e., ethanol and methanol, but the
prices charged for them and their ability to attack a larger range
of materials make me worry about using them...

I am currently scrubbing up some KWM2-A's that are real, real grungy
(ex-Navy MARS units) and I use about 8 oz. of the alcohol per chassis...
the TF solvents I used to use are about $1.00 an ounce, so 50 cents 
versus $8.00 a chassis is a decent saving...I still use the TF for
the controls, etc.

Just my 2c!


Rick Blank, KI5SL                       AMSAT NA 26195
2223 Blanco Road                        KI5SL@K3WGF.STX.USA
San Antonio, Texas 78212                rblank@txdirect.net






From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: Grant Youngman <gyoungma@gtetel.com>
Subject: Re: Dow cleaner 
Message-ID: <Chameleon.950816104931.grant@nq5t.gtetel.com>


On Wed, 16 Aug 1995 10:02:36 -0500 (CDT)  Richard A. Blank wrote:
>In these days of EPA regulations and the
>reduction in availabilty (especiall in light of the prices charged!)
>of TF type solvents (I do have a tax number and a permit to buy and
>use the chlorinated flourocarbons) I feel that the 99% isopropanol is a 

I appreciate all the environmental issues, but the stuff that is now sold by 
the electronics houses as CFC/HCFC/TF-free cleaners doesn't have any where 
near the cleaning power of the old good materials.  And as a person WITHOUT 
a tax number, its getting hard to figure out which of the dozens of products 
sitting on the shelf I can legally purchase.  Even have to be careful which 
can of air duster you pick up....  

My rule of thumb has become that if it feels like there is actually anything 
inside the can, I can't buy it.  And if the can is light and feels empty 
(which it might as well be), I can.  :-)

Grant/NQ5T

-------------------------------------
Name: Grant Youngman
E-mail Primary:   gyoungma@gtetel.com
E-mail Secondary: us007699@interramp.com 
-------------------------------------




From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: "Barry L. Ornitz" <ornitz@eastman.com>
Subject: Re: Dow cleaner 
Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.91.950816114628.25491B-100000@dua150.kpt.emn.com>

On Wed, 16 Aug 1995, John Schwartzberg wrote:

> Ethanol or methanol (ethyl alcohol or methyl alcohol) might be a step better
> in that the amount of water in those alcohols is much less than isopropyl
> alcohol.  Ethanol or methanol will absorb all but small trace amounts of
> water, and will not leave a watery residue on the surface.  Best to blow off
> the surfaces with shop air, nitrogen, or a hair dryer/heat gun.

Unfortunately the solvation properties of methanol and ethanol are quite 
different from isopropanol.  Methanol is the most aggressive of this group 
with isopropanol being the least.  All three mix readily with water.

Methanol (methyl alcohol, wood alcohol) is commonly sold in paint stores 
and is also found in most automotive gas line dryers (but read the label 
since some dryers contain isopropanol instead).  Ethanol (ethyl alcohol, 
grain alcohol) will be difficult to find in purities greater than 95%
(high test drinking stuff with the remainder being water) unless it is 
denatured.  This means some additional chemical or chemicals has been 
added to make it unfit for drinking.  Over 400 denaturants are commonly 
used industrially but the most common one used in drug store ethanol is 
methyl-ethyl or methyl-isopropyl ketone.  Either of these is aggressive to 
paint.

Isopropanol (isopropyl alcohol, rubbing alcohol) is normally sold at the 
drug store in two forms.  The most common is 70% with the remainder being 
water.  The other, frequently used by diabetics to sterilize needles, 
etc. is 91%.

Be careful using a heat source around any of these alcohols.  All are 
quite flammable.

				73, Barry  WA4VZQ  ornitz@eastman.com


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: Jim Durham <durham@w2xo.pgh.pa.us>
Subject: RE: Dow cleaner / bakelite knobs 
Message-ID: <Pine.BSF.3.91.950815171909.1944A-100000@w2xo.pgh.pa.us>

On Mon, 14 Aug 1995, Grant Youngman wrote:

> 
> >
> >At any rate...I think my dull CLEAN black knobs look kinda nice!
> >
> >--Andy
> >wallace@mc.com
> >
> 
> Sorry about the other post, guys -- I hit the wrong button .... %-{
> 
> If these knobs are fluted, I don't know how well it would work -- getting in 
> all those grooves -- but Novus plastic polish (Antique Electronic Supply) does 
> a great job of restoring the shine to clean but dulled knobs.
> 
> Grant/NQ5T
> 
> 
How about AmourAll ? I've had good luck with it on many different dull
plastics and vinyls..

73
Jim, W2XO



From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: Randy.Cook@Corp.Sun.COM (Randy Cook)
Subject: Drake SSR-1 Receiver
Message-ID: <9508152227.AA01242@mmmkt.Corp.Sun.COM>

Does anyone in boatanchor-dom know anything about this unit? It is a compact swl receiver - would guess it is solid state.
Good/bad? Any info appreciated. Probably is outside this group charter, so please responed via Email.

Thanks 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: W3BJZ@aol.com
Subject: Electrical Shock
Message-ID: <950816042220_55613538@aol.com>

I am so pleased to read so much mail on the matter of exercising extreme
caution when working on boatanchors.  I hope these comments have alerted all
of us to the potential danger of servicing radio equipment when it is "alive"
with voltage.  ARRL for many years has cautioned its readers about this
matter and may have been rather mute on this point with the introduction of
solid-state equipment.  Perhaps, it is time to return to the subject lest all
of us become rather casual on this subject.  Thanks for the many boatanchors
who expressed their comments and, especially, those personal reminences of a
"painful" experience that they still have not erased from their memories.
Dave, W3BJZ


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: dsnowden@ccd.harris.com (Doug Snowden)
Subject: Excessive Grid Current
Message-ID: <9508152049.AA74512@rs2.ccd.harris.com>


My previous post regarding this subject resulted in a couple of good
suggestions - One that I had gassy tubes. Another that I had parasitics
causing the problem. Parasitics are apparently the cause. What happened
was the the vacuum relay on the output of the amplifier had a broken
wire on it, and was not actuating. I am guessing that since I was not
looking into a 50 ohm load with the tank circuit, this caused 
oscillations of some sort. With a 50 ohm load on the amp, all is well.
I'm still not sure exactly what is going on in this instance though.
Keep in mind that all this occured without drive being aplied to the
amp. All seems well now. Thanks for the advice guys...

73 Doug, N4IJ dsnowden@ccd.harris.com

p.s., Jack, that transformer is holding the amp on the ground just fine !


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: Steve Ellington <n4lq@iglou.com>
Subject: FS: Echophone EC-1 Receiver
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950815223601.15492A-100000@iglou.iglou.com>

These were made during WW-2. 
For a picture and information on these, see any QST from 1941 to 1946.
Covers BC through 30mc.
Bandspread tuning
BFO
Works fine on all bands.
Complete and original
$75


  Steve 
n4lq@iglou.com     
            
            




From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: bill@texan.frco.com (William Hawkins)
Subject: Hallicrafters CRX sets
Message-ID: <9508160511.AA22395@texan.frco.com>

Hello, test *thunk* *thunk*.  Either this TX isn't getting out
(unlikely), or nobody on this list has ever seen a Hallicrafters
CRX set (also unlikely).  So I'll try again - anybody know the
difference between the CRX-2, CRX-3, and/or CRX-4?  They're
probably not ham band sets.  The CRX-3 covers 108 to 13x Mc AM,
which covers aircraft beacon and communication frequencies.
They are tube sets.  The CRX-3 is table radio sized.  Any help
will put me in your debt, until I can wiggle out of it or repay
it.

Bill Hawkins  bill@bvc.frco.com


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: jproc@worldlinx.com
Subject: RE: Heathkit Manuals 
Message-ID: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950815230917.jproc@>


  Has any one had any experience with the 
>manual service lately?  I remember years ago of calling from time to time 
for condensed manuals that cost $1 !!!!  I suspect they might cost more 
now.....

Tim,

After dealing with Heathkit once in 1993, I was informed that they only 
provide photocopies of manuals and only of the schematic/adjustment sections. 
Assembly sections are not included. 

I had been working on a friend's HW101 and the neutralizing adjustment 
referred to drawing in the assembly section of the manual. I wrote to 
Heathkit and chewed them out for charging people for partial manual 
reproductions. The assembly drawings arrived quickly.  

Regards,
-------------------------------------
Jerry Proc  VE3FAB
E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com
Radio Restoration Volunteer
HMCS Haida, Toronto Ontario 
-------------------------------------




From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: Steve Ellington <n4lq@iglou.com>
Subject: Re: I Love The Bubbles
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950815211255.24873B-100000@iglou.iglou.com>

By the way. This stuff works great on bathtubs too. You see, it's a
little known fact that the same Mr. Dow made those fine Dow-Key relays.
The demand for relays bottomed out so Dow started making suds. This is
the reason it works so well on boatanchors. His pardner, Mr. Jones is
currently running a small stock exchange. Mr. Jones also manufactures
telegraph keys on the side. (Jones Keys). So now you know the rest of the
story. 

  Steve 
n4lq@iglou.com     
            
            




From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: Peter Carran <CARRAN@kea.lincoln.ac.nz>
Subject: Identity of Rx Type R1125A  (British)
Message-ID: <5E3AE981CCF@kea.lincoln.ac.nz>

Can anyone help me to identify a small aircraft receiver (WW II 
vintage) which has the following identity tag:-
                Receiver Type R1125A
                10D/6
                3-LU-25
The case size is approx 10 inches x 6 inches x 3 inches and I have 
seen 2 versions; one in a pressed steel case, the other in a die cast 
alloy case.  Two connectors fitted, one antenna, the other a 
multipin plug for power in - signals out.  The receiver appears to be 
a fixed frequency unit of simple design (2 tubes, type VR105) so was 
perhaps some type of beacon receiver or perhaps part of a radar 
warning system.  I would be interested to know what it is, what 
equipment it was used with and if possible in what aircraft it was 
used.
Thanks

Peter Carran ZL3UBW
carran@kea.lincoln.ac.nz




From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: Michael Crestohl <mc@shore.net>
Subject: INFORMATION NEEDED ON NAVY(?) LOW POWER WATTMETER TS-307/ARW
Message-ID: <199508161236.AA12405@northshore.ecosoft.com>

Hello To All Fellow Heavy Metalists......

Recently I picked up a military Wattmemer/dummy load unit at a flea
market.  It appears to be Navy - tag says TS-307/ARW.  The meter reads
0-30 and inside there are five 250 Ohm resistors in parallel.  There is 
an output connector marked "test set".  This appears to be inductance 
coupled to the resistor network.  There is a calibration pot advustable
from the front.  Both connectors are SO-239.  Entire unit is approx.
2" x 4" x 3" deep.  The meter has an interesting cover plate that just
has an opening to read the scale.  The case is painted Navy equipment
gray.

I am curious if anyone knows more about this little gem - what set it is
from and in particular, its design frequency range, etc.  Any information
will be greatly appreciated.

I tried it with a weak signal and it seems to work.  I paid a buck for it
(and it sat there most of the day unnoticed and unwanted until I came along).

73,

Michael Crestohl, KH6KD/W1
mc@shore.net  



From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: wendler@tomcat.adc.ray.com (John Wendler)
Subject: Re: Isopropol  Alcohol and heat
Message-ID: <9508161356.AA23271@tomcat.adc.ray.com>

The posting on using Isopropol following 409 reminds me of a 
cleaning process that I once tried to transfer from a Research
Division to an operating group.  The process involved immersing
parts in boiling Trichlor-something-or-other, followed by immersion
in boiling Isopropol, followed by a deionized water rinse.

The Research folks being too bright, but not necessarily safety
cautious, did not think twice about setting up beakers of these solvents
on hotplates and the heck with the safety hood.  At least they
did not use a Bunsen burner.

I was a young engineer at the time and greatly admired the Research people.
Heck, I *wanted* to work in Research, so I didn't see any problem either.
An older, much more experienced, and wiser chemical engineer raised my
consciousness for me.  With a 16" naval gun.

He informed me in terms readily understood, by even the brain damaged, 
of the flammability of alcohol vapor, and told me that there was no way 
that I was transferring that process as it stood.  *He* was not going
to have any Alcohol fueled explosions in his manufacturing area.
I don't remember how it worked out.  We may well have gone for heating
to some reduced temperature under safer conditions.

Cutting to the chase, I *do not* recommend any form of heating to 
force alcohol to evaporate more quickly.  I *do not* recommend any
kind of fan close to the chassis, either, as a brush spark may
ignite the fumes.  Maybe our resident chemical expert can comment?
Are you reading, Barry?

Play safe, and you will play long!

73,
John


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: schmidt@neumann.sissa.it (Kevin E. Schmidt)
Subject: Italian Boatanchors
Message-ID: <9508161341.AA24477@neumann.sissa.it>



I am in Italy, and I will be spending the fall semester here in
Trieste.  Can anyone tell me of any boatanchor possibilities i.e.
stores, hamfests/radio rallies, meetings, etc. in Trieste, Venice,
or for that matter, anywhere in Italy?

Thanks,
Kevin, w9cf
=---------------------------------------------------------------------
Kevin Schmidt
On Sabbatical from Dept. of Physics and Astronomy, Arizona State University
at Scuola Internazionale Superiore di Studi Avanzati
schmidt@neumann.sissa.it       w9cf@ptolemy.la.asu.edu


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: WaltN@aol.com
Subject: Manuals needed
Message-ID: <950816102713_76052254@aol.com>

I'm looking for the following manuals and would appreciate hearing 
from anyone having originals or good copies available:

Heath IM-58 Harmonic Distortion Meter

ESI 250-DA Impedance Bridge

Military OS-8E/U scope (this is the tube version, not the later 
     solid-state version)

Military (Hickok Cardmatic) AN/USM-118B tube tester programming 
     manual with instructions for punching new cards from tube 
     datasheets

Happy to pay copying costs or will borrow manual, copy, and return
within a week.

Thanks!

Walt


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: token@owens.ridgecrest.ca.us
Subject: NC-173 and RME-45
Message-ID: <199508160244.TAA10120@owens.ridgecrest.ca.us>

Hello to one and all.

I am new to the list and have a couple of questions for the collective.  I
am sure that the answers are not that hard, its just that my knowledge in
this area is a little limited.

I have always enjoyed "classic" radios.  Since I bought my first
Hallicrafters SX-99A for $20 at a garage sale I have kept my eyes open for
any "Radio that gows in the Dark".

I recently got two radios that I have questions about.

I have a National NC-173.  I cannot find this radio in any of the old
catalogues and so have no idea of its aproximate date of manufacture.  I
admit that my collection of catalogues is rather incomplete and the gaps
probably explain my failure to find any info.  Anybody know the years that
these were availible?  Also, any idea what accessories whent with these?

The second radio is a Radio Mfg. Engineers Inc. model RME-45.  It is rack
mounted in a four foot high rack that also includes an LM-18 freq meter, a
Radio Mfg. Engineers Inc. model VHF-152A 10M, 6M, 2M converter, and a Audio
amplifier.  This whole rack looks VERY professionaly done, and may have
been a factory (?) unit.  Anybody have any info on this one?

Tnx and 73

Darrell Leach
KD6LRC
token@owens.ridgecrest.ca.us

***************************************************************
*  Darrell Leach--------*---1984 GL-1200A---------------------*
*  Ridgecrest, Ca-------*-------123,000 miles and still going *
*  KD6LRC---------------*-------. . .and going. . .and going. *
*  -----------email: token@owens.ridgecrest.ca.us-------------*
***************************************************************




From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: "Tony Stalls (K4KYO)" <j38@clark.net>
Subject: Re: NC-173 and RME-45
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950815225915.29567B-100000@clark.net>



On Tue, 15 Aug 1995 token@owens.ridgecrest.ca.us wrote:

> I have a National NC-173.  I cannot find this radio in any of the old
> catalogues and so have no idea of its aproximate date of manufacture.

1947  It's selling price was $179.50

> Also, any idea what accessories whent with these?

The matching speaker was $10.

> The second radio is a Radio Mfg. Engineers Inc. model RME-45.  It is rack
> mounted in a four foot high rack that also includes an LM-18 freq meter, a
> Radio Mfg. Engineers Inc. model VHF-152A 10M, 6M, 2M converter, and a Audio
> amplifier.  This whole rack looks VERY professionaly done, and may have
> been a factory (?) unit.  Anybody have any info on this one?

The RME-45 was pre-1947.  It sounds like your setup was a custom job as 
it is listed as having a speaker in a "matching cabinet".

(Reference: "Ham Equipment Buyer's Guide" by Alton Brand, WA9MBJ.)

73,
Tony
K4KYO


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: RhyneK@aol.com
Subject: Re: NC-173 and RME-45
Message-ID: <950815233130_75759714@aol.com>

The National Model NC-173 first appeared in late 1947 and was marketed till
1951.
The RME 45 came out in 1945 and was distrbuted till 1947. 

                                                                de KA1CX


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: "Tony Stalls (K4KYO)" <j38@clark.net>
Subject: Practical Wireless
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950815153105.4944B-100000@clark.net>

I have recently discovered the English amateur radio magazine "Practical 
Wireless" and found it to be very interesting.  They even have what is 
apparently a regular feature "Valve & Vintage" which in the two issues 
I've seen were interesting.  The July issue features the B2 "attache 
case" set "used by Allied agents in enemy territory during the conflict 
(WW2) at great personal risk."  

This is available at EEB in Vienna, VA (Washignton, DC area) for $3 per
issue and may be around elsewhere.  I don't know what their policy is
about shipping publications.  (Why not?) I don't have their number at
hand, but they do advertise in several magazines both as EEB and
Electronic Distributors. 

73,
Tony
K4KYO



From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: "Tony Stalls (K4KYO)" <j38@clark.net>
Subject: PRC-47 Conversion
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950815152704.4944A-100000@clark.net>

I've already deleted the original post, so I don't know who was asking, 
but I ran across the PRC-47 LSB conversion ad in the August ER.  FYI, it 
says:

PRC-47 LSB conversion, Collins mech. filter - $45. Retains freq calib. 
SASE for info. Roger Leone, K6XQ, 136 Delta Cir. Vallejo, CA 94589, 
707-552-6659




From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: zoom@willow.sps.mot.com (Chris Terwilliger)
Subject: PRC-47 Conversion
Message-ID: <9508161449.AA11871@willow.sps.mot.com>

Here is the filter info for PRC-47's:

Collins Mechanical Filter (SSB)

PRC-47 stock: Fc = 500
              Type = F500Z-4 (upper sideband)
              Part Number = 526-9377-00
              Bandwidth = 2.7 @ 3dB

Needed for conversion: Fc = 500
                       Type = F500Z-5 (lower sideband)
                       Part Number = 526-9376-00
                       Bandwidth = 2.7 @ 3dB


Chris, AA7WD


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: Randall Berry <rberry@CapAccess.org>
Subject: Question on tube...
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91-FP.950815232828.10191A-100000@cap1.capaccess.org>


I have a Tube that was given to me in a bulk of other tubes that I am 
famiure with but there is one I cannot seem to find information on.

	It is a Raytheon the numbers on the envelope are CRP-715B
	it has 4 base pins and a plate cap the guts look similur to that 
of an 803 only the plate is not as heavy, and the envelope is a stout 
oval bubble shape rather thatn the tall slender package of an 803
  it also has a flat ceramic base fixed between the pins and the envelope 
which locks into a round flat socket. 

	I was just wondering the purpose of this tube if anyone knows.. 
And will it have any practical use for the Amatuer service? Or is it just 
another bookshelf item to go along with my 4-65 4-250 4-400 colection? 
(note: I realize the value of the 4-xxx tubes but ahve not put them to any 
other use other than fancy nite lites :)

	Any Ideas????
			Lets hope these boatanchors hold the house down 
and don't let Felix blow away the house!

	
RBerry@CapAccess.org          AM Radio Network            N3LRX 3885 KHz AM
* Yell-RX Radio *If it does'nt heat the house its not a transmitter!
*  Bowie, MD.   * 
*   AMI 594     *Its not the size of your signal its how you modulate it!  



From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu>
Subject: Rcvr for sale - correction
Message-ID: <199508161358.JAA09594@altair.cs.unc.edu>


oops made one mistake - I have an SX-110 (ham bands only) rather than SX-111.
the asking price is $110.

also the 75A-3 has only one mechanical filter (3.1 kc)

Nick KD4CPL
nick@cs.unc.edu


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu
Subject: Re. THE BIG ONE
Message-ID: <F8GD0918.F8GD0955@mail.admin.wisc.edu>

to: boatanchors@theporch.com

Hello Dave.
   Yeah, those Command set plate caps CAN do a pretty good number. on ya if
you get careless. Your brush reminded me of a memorable shock I got in almost
the same way.

   I was running a homebrewed 813 rig (6AG7 xtal oscillator, 2E26 driver, and
813 PA). While the rig was still under construction I was trying to get the
neutralization capacitor set. Unfortunately, my mentor was a ham of the old
school, who believed in adjusting these critters with the PA in operation
(even tho he's a Silent Key now, his demise was NOT due to the pole pig bolted
to the floor of the rack housing the transmitter with the four 4-400As in
pushpull parallel!)

   Next, my design was such that in order to even get to the neutralization
capacitor it was necessary to run the rig without it's top shield cover.

   The biggie in this mess was allowing enthusiasm to get the better of me. I
had finished construction at about midnight. I was not only working alone, but
I was pretty sleepy too. I wanted to see the beast work before I went to bed.

   I agree with you; there HAS to be a supernatural force that looks out for


teenage hams and other terminally foolish individuals.

   Actually, the shock was a trancendental experience.

   Going for the neutralization cap with a screwdriver, my thumb brushed
against the 813 plate cap (Ep= 1300 VDC). There was no  real pain (yet), and I
noted with interest that there was an arc between the cap and the ball of my
thumb. Everything seemed to be happening in slow motion. I looked down at the
PA plate current meter, and noted that it was reading. A glance at the power
supply showed the 816 mercury rectifiers to be getting brighter, just like
they always did as current draw was increased .It seemed like it took a few
seconds for the concept to sink in that the current being drawn was being
drawn by ME!

   I felt no panic or any reason for undue haste, but it occured to me that
this situation wasn't a desirable state of affairs, and that I ought to (A)
let go of the grounded chassis and (B) pull my other hand the hell out of the
PA compartment! So I did.

   I regretted this action almost immediately. While the juice was flowing I
felt no particular discomfort, but when I pulled my now smoking thumb out of
the rig it hurt like hell! There was a crater of charred flesh in it; the
point of contact was literally burned to ash.

   I still wonder why I'm alive and kicking after that one; by all rights I
should be part of the ground system. The juice entered my right thumb, and
went to ground thru the palm of my left hand.


                                                Tom, K9TA



From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: KE8NEfix@aol.com
Subject: Resto tips--Black wrinkle
Message-ID: <950815205648_55368137@aol.com>

Fellow BA'ers- Greetings,

    Something that some our fellow subscribers may not be aware of is that
black wrinkle paint we see, especially on military gear is not paint, it's
powder coating.  That stuff will take abuse like no paint ever would.  Even
Collins A line gear had a powder coat [st. james grey].  Thats why it holds
up well under harsh cleaners. Just an observation.

KIM 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: KE8NEfix@aol.com
Subject: Restoration tips.
Message-ID: <950815114808_75060354@aol.com>

Hi Fellow BA'ers

We've had a number of tips on various products to use on various radios to
restore the finish, the knobs, plastics, and so on.  I'm always scared by the
use of any product that says "don't use on painted surfaces"  "prolonged use
can cause skin irritation or burns"
"this product may cause discoloration of certain plastics or painted
surfaces".
This gear that we work on was made before the chemical industry came out with
elbow grease in a can or jar.  Johnson paint is Very fragile.  Heath paint
will bleach right out.  Aluminum chassis exposed to strong alkali cleaners
[409 or fantastik]  can lose it's anodize and start to corrode over time.
 Silscreening was often done with inks that will dissolve under certain
conditons[try that on your Drake chassis].  Even industrial based hand
cleaners have solvents in them, such as mineral spirits, that can soften dial
markings and the like.  Acetate plastics will discolor when exposed to
certain chemicals. . The problem with all of this is that often the damage
doesn't become apparent for a few days to weeks or longer.  Or if'n your real
lucky, you'll clean something up, and then the next time you dust it off or
wipe it off it takes some of the radio with it. I've even found that hot
water will destroy dial markings on certain plastics or glass.
      The ONLY thing I've ever found that will not damage most things is
Murphy's Oil soap in the spray bottle.  Not the stuff in the jar, it's too
strong. Notice I said most things. It';s best to test someting in an
inconspicuous spot first before you clean the whole thing.  That's how I
found out about dial glass markings.  If your rag or cloth comes away the
same color as what your working on It's too strong.  If you use, for example,
409 on your Drake cabinet you wont hurt a thing, it's epoxy paint on the
cabinet.  The only way to get it off is to sandblast.  put the same stuff on
a well faded Johnson Ranger 1 and you'll have a hole in the paint where you
were rubbing.  That's why I like Murphy's products.  It was designed to clean
of the dirt and leave the fragile lacquer or varnish finish behind.  It works
well on any painted surface i've tried it on, on the chassis, cleans the
parts, doesn't corrode or damage the switch parts, etc.
Guess I've gone on long enough.
73
kim 
 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: JimN0OCT@aol.com
Subject: Re: Ruby Bearings.....
Message-ID: <950815211605_55385463@aol.com>

In a message dated 95-08-15 02:17:57 EDT, Rhett George wrote:

> - Greetings -
>
>The thread on fine keys and the bearings reminds me of carborundum, 
>made up of fine bits of aluminum oxide.  Crystalline aluminum oxide
>colored with neodymium is a ruby, color it with titanium instead
>and have a sapphire.  Adjustments to this chemistry are welcome.
>
>73					Rhett George - KE4HIH
>
>------------------------------
>
>

Aluminum oxide can be a ruby color, and it is the aluminum which gives ruby
its red color.  Carborumdum, however, is Silicon Carbide and is [actually] a
Trademark name.  It, like Thermos (tm), has become so synonymous with a
particular product that All vacuum bottles [or silicon carbide] are called
Thermoses [or Carborundum].

Ruby, sapphire and  *corundum* are all aluminum oxides which are very hard
and have differing amounts of impurities which affect their color.  

Sorry, for the bandwidth, but it was nice to use that chemistry degree that
is bought and paid for!  I learn alot from the true BA'ites here; it's nice
to give something back %^).


73, jim N0OCT


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: jproc@worldlinx.com
Subject: RE: Scott Receiver 
Message-ID: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950815234454.jproc@>


 I have no technical data
>for the receiver, not even a schematic.
>Can anyone help?
>regards,

John,

Try contacting Kent King, the technical expert at the E.H. Scott Radio 
Society. His E-mail is :  kak@csi.compuserve.com

Regards,  
-------------------------------------
Jerry Proc  VE3FAB
E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com
Radio Restoration Volunteer
HMCS Haida, Toronto Ontario 
-------------------------------------




From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu>
Subject: Sixer schematic needed
Message-ID: <199508151859.OAA03033@altair.cs.unc.edu>


I have a manual but it is missing the schematic. If you can make me a
copy, I'd sure appreciate it. I need the schematic for the Heath
HW-29A "Sixer" transceiver. I need the A version (most common)
schematic and not the original HW-29 (rare).

many thanks,
Nick England KD4CPL
811 Kenmore Rd
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
nick@cs.unc.edu


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu>
Subject: SX-110 or SX-111 ??
Message-ID: <199508161450.KAA09817@altair.cs.unc.edu>


OK - I got confused and posted an incorrect correction 

What I have is the HAM BANDS ONLY version. which several people have
pointed out really is the SX-111, like I originally thought.

SX-111 ham bands only, very good condx  $111

Sorry for the confusion,
vintage gear, vintage brain,
Nick KD4CPL

p.s. No, I will not sell my SX-88 for $88


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu
Subject: The ker-ZAPS of youth...  Holstein version
Message-ID: <SA39+23AAka@hrlban1.alhra.af.mil>

Sorry about the bandwidth here, but you may find this interesting.  While it 
doesn't involve BAs and/or tubes, my own 'zap' experience taught me a 
lesson.  Many years ago I was earning my living as an electrician.  This was 
in southern Minnesota, and our crew was called out to a farm to bury a new 
440 VAC feed from the yardpole to the milkhouse.  The farmer had 40 head of 
Holsteins, and also had a big grain operation, and where there's grain there 
are the inevitable rodents;  they had gotten underground and gnawed through 
the insulation on the existing buried wires... cheaper to just trench and bury 
new wires than try to dig up and splice the old ones.  We buried 4/0 cable, 
two hots plus neutral, and in cable size that big the insulation is black (only), 
so we taped the neutral to identify it.  It had been raining for several days so 
everything was muddy, and in pulling the cables from the trench up the 
conduit into the breaker box by the milkhouse the white tape we'd put on the 
neutral somehow got torn off;  but two of the cable ends were dirty and one 
still was clean, so we 'knew' which was the neutral.  After cleaning things up 
and connecting everything, one of us went over to the the main switchbox at 
the yardpole and threw it on.  The cows had been outside in the yard behind 
the barn, standing in about 6" of muck while we did our work;  the instant we 
turned on the power, every single cow started bellowing... it was the most 
amazing sound, like an incredible bovine choir, and they didn't stop.  We 
were dumbfounded and didn't realize what was happening right away, and 
after a few seconds some of the cows started falling to their knees.  The 
farmer came running out of his house, yelling 'what's going on?' or words to 
that effect, and 'shut it off!'  We did, the bellowing stopped, and the cows 
slowly came back to their feet, most of them shaking their heads like they 
were trying to shake away a hangover.  Well, to make a long story short we 
disconnected things in the breaker box and put a meter on them... of course, 
the neutral and one of the hot lines had been transposed.  We later 
estimated that anywhere from 50 to 90 VAC was travelling through the cows, 
depending on what direction they were standing.  Lesson here?  It doesn't 
take much to give a bad jolt, and some creatures may be even more 
sensitive that humans.  I'll bet that farmer didn't get much milk from his 
Holsteins that evening.  Now back to our regularly scheduled boatanchors...

73,  John Martin
	jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: wlfuqu00@service1.uky.edu (Bill Fuqua)
Subject: TMC O-330A/FR or VOX-5 schematic needed
Message-ID: <199508161153.HAA03768@service1.uky.edu>

  I need a schematic of a O-330A/FR or a VOX-5 variable master oscillator.
It seems to be for diversity receivers with a variable outputs of 2 to 64
MHz , two crystal oscillatos and a BFO. A two stage oven keeps the variable
oscillator stable. Each oscillator has 3 outputs as well.

73 
Bill
ko4ww

  William L. Fuqua III  P.E.
  Department of Physics and Astronomy
  CP-177 Chem. Phys. Bldg.
  University of Kentucky
  Lexington, Ky 40506-0055
  E-mail WLFUQU00@POP.UKY.EDU
  Phone (606) 257-4155
  



From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: paul Veltman <veltman@netcom.com>
Subject: Toobs in the News
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9508152256.A9207-0100000@netcom17>

Hey Sports Fans,
On this evening's Westinghouse (the bottom feeder network) CBS News, 
there was a piece about a station KTOW (I think) in Springfield MO.  
Anyway, they run with all volunteers and the government was getting on 
their case about it.  But in the tour of the station that was on the 
news, the station manager opened a cabinet, and there were 4, oh I'd 
guess 4-250s glowing away like crazy.  The station manager remarked that 
you can't get good ole toobs like that any more.  Now that's respect. :-)

73

Paul WA6OKQ


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: "Tony Stalls (K4KYO)" <j38@clark.net>
Subject: Re: Toobs in the News
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950816114229.11742A-100000@clark.net>



On Wed, 16 Aug 1995, paul Veltman wrote:

> Hey Sports Fans,
> On this evening's Westinghouse (the bottom feeder network) CBS News, 
> there was a piece about a station KTOW (I think) in Springfield MO.  
> Anyway, they run with all volunteers and the government was getting on 
> their case about it.  But in the tour of the station that was on the 
> news, the station manager opened a cabinet, and there were 4, oh I'd 
> guess 4-250s glowing away like crazy.  The station manager remarked that 
> you can't get good ole toobs like that any more.  Now that's respect. :-)

Hi Paul,

I saw that piece too.  More specifically, he said the tubes aren't
avaialbe in the USA any more.  I thought Eimac was still making the big 
tubes here. No??? 

Where ever they're made, they looked great sitting there glowing away.  :-)

73,
Tony
K4KYO




From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu
Subject: Tube headers
Message-ID: <SA39+EOUAka@hrlban1.alhra.af.mil>

Robert wrote:
>I have several small glass dic's, that appear to be 9-pin base, on one side
>and just the wires on the other, as if the tube was never put on...any ideas?
==============================================================
These probably are headers.  The glass-to-metal seal is preassembled, and 
it only made sense for tube manufacturers to make or buy headers in bulk for 
all the different types of tubes made with a given number of pins, then weld 
any particular element structure onto the wires.  The glass envelope then 
would be sealed to the perimeter of the header, and then the tube would be 
exhausted, heated, gettered and sealed.  Metal headers also were made, 
with small glass seals around the pins, used for things like sealed relays.
73,  John Martin
	jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: HAMRLUND@aol.com
Subject: Re: Tube headers
Message-ID: <950816115138_55749330@aol.com>

Thanks for the insight....

robert


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: jproc@worldlinx.com
Subject: Tuner Spray Safety
Message-ID: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950816125332.jproc@>

Dear BA's,

While we're on the subgect of cleaning and safety, I have a concern about 
tuner spray. I have been using the stuff since the sun's been shining. Radio 
Shack was my usual source of supply for the longest time, however, many years 
ago they stopped selling tuner spray. A store clerk told me it was 
discontinued on the grounds that it was believed to be carciogenic.

Not being deterred, I went to a parts jobber and I found out that they did 
not publically display the stuff, but an unlimited amount was available under 
the counter. Going under the counter also gave them the licence to nearly 
double the price of the stuff so I ended up buying a 5 year supply for fear 
of it being discontinued totally. 

I could understand the health concerns if one were using tuner spray as a 
breath freshner. Does anyone know if this stuff is actually carciogenic?
Are there any substitutes which work as well?

Regards,
-------------------------------------
Jerry Proc, VE3FAB
Radio Restoration Volunteer
HMCS Haida
E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com
Toronto, Ontario  
-------------------------------------




From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: Joe_Reda@3mail.3Com.COM
Subject: Re: Tuner Spray Safety
Message-ID: <9508161740.AA4703@hqsmtp.ops.3com.com>

 Jerry ponders . .

>I could understand the health concerns if one were using tuner spray as a 
>breath freshner. Does anyone know if this stuff is actually carciogenic?
>Are there any substitutes which work as well?

In me somewhat-humble opinion, I think if you're using a goodly dash of common
sense with these cleaners, most of 'em should be safe.  I am putting less and 
less
credence in claims that this or that is "carcinogenic" or "shown to cause . ."
or any other such "warnings".  Reason? Well, in the last few years I've seen 
"the
prevailing wisdom" on (for example) salt, sugar, coffee, cyclamates, etc., do a
180-degree turn.  If, say, a mouse is boiled in WD-40 and develops cancer, does
that mean my once-or-twice-a-month use puts me in the same danger?  I doubt it.

I'm using everyday cleaners and not worryin'.  As my mama used to say, "You
cain't get outta this world alive!"  I'm more worried about creeping censorship
in this country.


73, Joe KC6TXU



From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: afpgreg@gatekeeper.ddp.state.me.us (Paul V. Gregory)
Subject: Re: Tuner Spray Safety
Message-ID: <199508161750.NAA27240@gatekeeper.ddp.state.me.us>

>Dear BA's,
>
>While we're on the subgect of cleaning and safety....I could understand the
health concerns if one were using tuner spray as a 
>breath freshner. Does anyone know if this stuff is actually carciogenic?
>Are there any substitutes which work as well?
-------------------------------------
>Jerry Proc, VE3FAB

        Ahoy, 
        Here's a topic I actually know something about. 
        TOXICOLOGY 101: The dose IS the poison.  
        Whether or not the stuff is a carcinogen is only half of the
equation. You also need to ask yourself is how much are you exposed to the
stuff.  A class-A carcinogen (the nastiest of nasties) poses little risk if
you are not exposed to the substance.  Conversely, a relatively benign
chemical (class-C or D) can pose big risks if you are routinely exposed to
it over a great passage of time.
        I use the Radio Shack stuff.  Even tho I can buy it today over the
counter, that certainly doesn't make the material "safe." (In life, there
really is no such thing a safe, only degrees of risk.) And I'm a mite
obsessive so I never use it indoors.  That means lugging my 75A-3 or NC-300
down one flight of steps and into 20-below weather just to clean out a
noisey pot, but it's worth the peace of mind (and the quiet pot).  
        Oh yeah, spray down wind.  Whatever the chemical, prevent
exposure...for today's user-friendly chemical may be scrutinized next year
on 60-Minutes as a culprit agent.
                        --Paul   



From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 05:59:00 1995
From: KE8NEfix@aol.com
Subject: wanted-Johnson Navigator Schematic
Message-ID: <950815204750_75606119@aol.com>

Greetings Gang!

    Like most of us I seem to have a need that should be easy for such a well
organized group to help with.  It seems that the schematic for my Johnson
Navigator as grown legs and walked off.  I would like a replacement for it,
if possible.  A good clear 8 1/2" by 11" would be sufficient and most
appreciated.  I am willing to cover the costs incurred by the generous soul
who can provide that to me.  Thanx in advance.

KIM


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Aug 16 14:32:00 1995
From: pbock@melpar.esys.com (Paul H. Bock)
Subject: WTB BC-348-()
Message-ID: <9508161407.AA15430@syseng1.se.melpar.esys.com>

     Looking for a clean, fully functional BC-348 receiver.  
Conversion to AC by replacing dynamotor with power supply is OK, 
but prefer a unit with minimal front-panel hacking/drilling 
meter, extra switches, etc.).  *However*, willing to consider any 
operational unit, so what have you got?

     E-mail replies to pbock@melpar.esys.com or call (703) 
560-5000 ext. 2062 (daytime) or (703) 882-4745 (eves/weekends).

(|_|)  Paul H. Bock, Jr. K4MSG     Internet: pbock@melpar.esys.com
 | |)  Principal Systems Engineer  Telephone: (703) 560-5000 x2062

   "You can have my bug when you can pry my cold, dead fingers from
    around it....." - anonymous radiotelegraph operator



